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Dear parents and carers, 
What a cold end to the week – although much more pleasant in the sunshine than the fog and mist from the 
start of the week! 
This week has been a busy one. We have observed Remembrance services both in Henlow village on Sunday 
8th November, with children from one of our forces families representing Derwent, and then the whole of 
years 5 and 6 (as well as children from our forces families in years 3 and 4) attending the RAF service at Henlow 
Camp.  Children in school also observed the two minutes’ silence and learnt about why we are paying our 
respects on this day.  As you will have seen from my post on Dojo, I was so proud of the children for their 
behavior and levels of respect at these events so a huge thank you to all. 
We have had ‘odd sock day’ for anti-bullying week and some year 2 pupils were out at Pixbrook Academy this 
week for a KS 1 multi-skills sports festival.  I have received so many reports about their fantastic attitude to 
taking part and learning new skills as well as impeccable behavior and representing Derwent so well. 
Today, we support Children in Need.  This is such a fantastic event and we always like to try to raise money 
from non-uniform days however this year Miss Peek asked if she could sign us up and organise a fun run 
event.  The answer was of course yes and I was very excited to see how this would pan out.  I couldn’t believe 
it last week when Miss Peek said there was over £3,500 raised – this was amazing for a relatively small school.  
We encouraged her to contact the BBC to share this wonderful news, not thinking it would go anywhere.  Miss 
Peek then gave me another update on Wednesday of the total being over £5,000 and that she had contacted 
Look East again to give them the update.  I have to tell you that Miss Peek was incredibly shocked to get the 
phone call yesterday that the BBC would like to come and film some of the event and also when I told her the 
new total this morning of over £7,000.  This is absolutely incredible and demonstrates just what wonderful, 
supportive parents we have here at Derwent.  A huge thank you to everyone for supporting this event and of 
course to Miss Peek, for organising everything.  Fingers crossed for the BBC’s arrival and of course, we will let 
you know via Dojo if they made it to film – we do understand they are very busy! Pictures will follow in next 
week’s newsletter. 

 

 

 Our value for November 

is: Respect 
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Word of the Week for the week: 
For EYFS:  
Journey 
For KS 1 and KS 2:  

 
 

 
Sign of the Week: (for the next two weeks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Altruism (noun) 
Definition: Unselfish concern for, or devotion 
to, the welfare and well-being of others. 
 
I felt this linked well to our charity donations 
today for Children in Need. 
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School Uniform Reminders: 
A reminder of the link to purchase school uniform from the school: 
https://derwentsouthilluniform.co.uk/ 
Other key bits of information 

 Please ensure pupils have the correct school uniform and PE kit.  We do have quite a stock of second hand 

uniform if required – please ask at the school office about this.   

 Please remember coats now the weather is starting to get colder and hats and gloves etc– please ensure all 

are named. 

 Please do remember water bottles.  Please ensure all are labelled.   

 School lunches continue to be provided by AIP.  Please use the school Food United app to order all meals by 

8 am on the day otherwise the meal of jacket potato and beans will be served. 

 Please ensure you have booked and paid for all WAC sessions, Pre-School lunch sessions and chargeable 

sessions via Arbor in advance. 

As always, if you have any concerns, questions or issues, please do contact the office or SLT. 
Hopefully we will feature on tonight’s Children in Need programme somewhere. If not, the children had a great time 
supporting this event and are going into the weekend with lots of happy memories from the afternoon. 

 
Mrs Rimmer, Headteacher and the leadership team.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Derwent Primary School Safeguarding 
safeguarding@derwentschool.co.uk 

 
Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Tenille Rimmer 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Chloe Bell, Mrs Sonya Read, Miss Hayley Kell and Mr Callum Masterson 
Safeguarding Governor: W.O. Sarah Tuckwell 
 
Do you have any safeguarding concerns regarding a child?  If so, please feel free to contact any of the above in confidence via 
the email address at the top.  This email is accessible by the above members of staff only. 

                    Headteacher Award 
      
Ladybirds:  Iqra   
Caterpillars: Willow                  
Hedgehogs: Reuben    
Squirrels: Archie   
Rabbits: Dunya      
Hares: Harmoni  
Owls: Mahsa  
Ravens: Ethan         
Mice: Noah          
Voles: Connie 
Foxes: Arsham   
Wildcats: River-Mae         
Harriers: Charlie    
Kestrels: Willow 
Eagles: Rowan 
Hawks: James        

Certificates will go home with the children today 
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Dates for your diary *Please check here regularly for added dates throughout the year*  
 
Dates for your 2026/27 diary 
Monday 23rd – 4th December – Santa Challenge 
Friday 27th November - Year 2 Christmas Show 
 
December  
Tuesday 1st December - Year 3 Carol Concert at RAF Church 
Wednesday 2nd December - Doctor Dolittle Panto KS1 & 2  
Thursday 3rd December – Preschool Christmas Songs 
Friday 4th December – Year 1 Christmas Show 
Tuesday 8th December – Reception Christmas Performance 
Tuesday 8th December – Year 2 Enrichment Day  
Wednesday 9th December – Rocksteady Christmas Performance 
Wednesday 9th December – Year 4 Christmas Performance 
Thursday 10th December – Year 6 Christmas Performance (Hawks) 
Thursday 10th December – PTA Christmas Sale 
Thursday 11th December – Year 6 Christmas Performance (Eagles) 
Wednesday 16th December – Year 5 Christmas Performance 
Wednesday 16th December – Christmas Jumper/Dinner Day  
 
 
 

 
Why not look at the full calendar on the school website (https://www.derwentschool.co.uk/Calendar/). Here you will find 

what we have planned for the 2026/2027 Academic Year. 
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Please read 
School lunches 
Please kindly ensure that if you have chosen a school dinner for your child, that you do not send your child in with a 
packed lunch. If your child would like to have a packed lunch on a day that you have selected a school dinner for them, 
please cancel it via the SFU app. This will help support the kitchen team in ensuring that they are preparing meals to 
the exact number of meals ordered and that will be taken.  
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